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WHAT IS CIDA DOING IN CENTRAL 
AND EASTERN EUROPE? 


Since the fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989, Canada 


and other Western nations have supported programs of technical 
cooperation in the Central and Eastern Europe (CEE) region, 
aimed at helping “countries in transition” as they make the shift 
from centrally planned economies with communist governments, 
to societies with democratic institutions and market-driven 
economies. 

Canada’s assistance to the region began in Poland and 
Hungary, and now reaches almost 30 countries, with a focus on 
11 countries that have embarked on programs of economic and 
political reform. 

The pace of transition has varied considerably from country 
to country. CIDA’ program in Central and Eastern Europe is 
highly flexible, which allows Canada to respond to the wide 
spectrum of conditions in these countries, while promoting 


Canadian priorities and interests in the region. 
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CIDA SUPPORTS PROJECTS IN CENTRAL 
AND EASTERN EUROPE THROUGH 
A VARIETY OF MECHANISMS: 


The technical cooperation program, which focuses on 
country-specific projects that share Canadian expertise in key 
sectors. Canadian firms, non-government organizations, busi- 
ness and trade associations, government departments, labour 
groups, and educational institutions work as CIDA partners to 
deliver these projects. In most countries in the region, technical 
cooperation projects make up the largest part of Canada’s 


support. 


A multilateral program, which supports the work of inter- 

national institutions such as the World Bank Group 

and the European Bank for Reconstruction and Development, 

including consultant trust funds that place Canadians on short- 


term assignments on bank projects; 


A humanitarian assistance program, focused mainly 
in the Balkans, to help people displaced by conflict or suffer- 


ing the effects of internal crisis; 


A regional program, funding projects that benefit more 
than one country, including a number of people-to-people 


initiatives; 


The Renaissance Eastern Europe Program, which 
helps Canadian companies explore business opportunities in 


Central and Eastern Europe; 


A nuclear safety program, primarily related to 
Chornobyl, to deliver on commitments made by Canada 


at key international fora; and 


Canada Funds, which are small budgets given to each 


Canadian embassy in the region to fund small, local projects. 


Canada’s Support to the CEE Region 


CIDA’s budget for the CEE region is separate from Canada’s official 
development assistance or ODA, which aims to reduce poverty in 
developing countries of Asia, Africa and the Americas. 

___ The annual budget for the CEE program now amounts to almost 
$90 million, which represents about 4.5% of Canada’s total budget 
for international assistance. 


TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
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HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE 
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HIGHLIGHTS 


For more than a decade, Canadians have shared their expertise 
in the CEE region in a variety of ways, helping to strengthen 
democratic institutions, build strong civil societies, promote 
private sector development, and enhance nuclear safety. 


Among the successful partnerships that CIDA has funded: 


¢ Développement international Desjardins is working to strengthen 
credit unions in Latvia and Lithuania, Russia and Hungary. 
Credit unions are also being set up in Ukraine, through a 
project with the Council of Ukrainian Credit Unions of Canada. 


e CESO has sent more than 1,750 volunteers to CEE countries 
to provide short-term, on-site experts in a wide range of 


sectors, mostly to small and medium-sized businesses. 


e Recycling and other waste management techniques are being 
applied in the Katowice region of Poland, thanks to the 


efforts of the Vancouver-based International Centre for 


Sustainable Cities, WCI Waste Management Inc. of Ottawa, 
and AGRA Earth and Environmental Limited of Calgary. 


© Facques Whitford of Dartmouth, NS has helped the Komi 
Republic of northern Russia set up a river basin management 


system to ensure environmentally sound economic planning. 


¢ The Canadian Red Cross Society helped the Russian Red Cross 
in eight oblasts produce the first Russian-language first aid 
manuals and kits, and train professionals and volunteers in 


first aid and disaster preparedness. 


e¢ The Gorbachev Foundation, managed through the University 
of Calgary, has funded a variety of joint policy research 


projects, aimed at improving public services in Russia. 


© Gowling Strathy and Henderson helped Russia’s Federal 
Bankruptcy Service draft and put in place a new bankruptcy 


law, and train a new cadre of specialists and administrators. 


e A series of projects in Romania have helped improve that 
country’s financial sector — a stock exchange, a development 


bank, and a loan guarantee fund have been set up where none 


existed before. 


e Revenue Canada has worked with Czech government officials 


to improve that country’s ability to assess goods crossing their 


border, so as to levy the right customs and excise taxes. 


The RCMP have been working in both the Czech and Slovak 
Republics, to reform and strengthen the police forces of those 


countries. 


The Association of Canadian Community Colleges is helping 
Hungary improve its technical and vocational training 
institutions, to meet the needs of business and industry in 


that emerging market economy. 


The University of Manitoba has worked with the Science and 
‘Technology Centre in Ukraine, to help scientists who at one time 


built nuclear weapons find peaceful applications for their work. 


Grant MacEwan Community College of Edmonton has set up a 
part-time training program for new Ukrainian entrepreneurs 


at the International Business School in Kyiv. 


BC-based Whyte Reynolds International Inc has exported the 


Canadian concept of “Community Futures,” working 


closely with remote communities and with the Russian 


Federal Employment Service to set up small business centres. 


© Queen’s University has also been helping to reform the health 
care system in Bosnia, through projects in family medicine 


and rehabilitation. 


e The Canadian Mine Action 


program has cleared mines 
from roads, fields, houses, 
schools and other build- 
ings in Bosnia, allowing 
people displaced by con- 
flict to return to their 


homes and neighbour- 


hoods. 


e CARE Canada delivered 


humanitarian assistance to refugees from Kosovo. 


© Universal Canadian Packaging Ltd. set up a factory in Ukraine 
to produce clear plastic containers for baked goods, following 
a study funded by the REE program. 


© Gemite Products Inc. set up a joint venture with help from 
REE, and is now successfully manufacturing and marketing 


construction materials in Poland. 
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LOOKING AHEAD TO THE NEW MILLENIUM 


As CEE countries make 
changes to their society 
and advance along the 
path of transition, the 
nature of Canada's 
program in the region 
will also change. 

We expect that in the 


new Millennium, Canada's linkages with countries of Central 
and Eastern Europe will become more like our relations with 
countries of Western Europe—mutually beneficial exchanges, 
based on diplomacy, trade and common political and social 
interests. : | | 

Canada's program of technical cooperation has resulted in 
many exchanges between Canadian and CEE partners in recent 
years. We expect that these contacts will continue to grow in 
the years to come. 

The variety of mechanisms now in place at the Canadian 
International Development Agency will allow Canada to continue 
to play a catalytic role in helping CEE countries in transition, 


as they strive to become equal partners on the global stage. 


For more information on CIDA’s current 
programs in Central and Eastern Europe, 
please visit our internet page at 
www.acdi-cida.gc.ca/europe-e.htm 


or contact CIDA at 

200 promenade du Portage 
Hull, Quebec 

KIA 0G4 


tel: (819) 997-5006 
fax: (819) 953-6088 


or call us toll-free at 1-800-230-6349 
or e-mail us at info@acdi-cida.gc.ca 
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